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Welcome!

● Applying to university through UCAS
- The UCAS application timeline
- The University Fair Trip on the 9th June

● Which course?
● Which university?
● Personal statements
● Support for applications
● Student finance; the recent changes and how the process works
● Apprenticeships



Applying to university 
through UCAS



Online tools
Helping students find their future...
We bring all the available information into one 
single, impartial, user-friendly platform that 
helps students to make the best choices, and 
submit the strongest applications.

We also empower teachers and counselors to 
manage the progression process effectively.

Our services support young people making 
post-16 choices, as well as those applying for 
undergraduate and postgraduate courses.

UCAS is an independent charity providing 
information, advice, and admissions services. 
We're there to help people figure out what the 
next step in their education might be, and to 
support them when they take that step.

https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.unifrog.org/


Draft personal statements

Predicted grades updated

Prepare for applications 
(UNIFROG: Quizzing on skills/interests/career/work environment & recording 

activities)
Attend UCAS Fair at Detling (9th June)
Check university websites and order prospectus

Book open days and time off 
(email Miss Bowen)

Check entry requirements and understanding UCAS points

Choose university and courses

Reports including PPE and Predicted grades

Term 5

Term 6

Application schedule Year 12



Complete personal statements with mentors

PPEs

Start UCAS online application

Visit open days

Deadline for Oxford, Cambridge, Medics and Vets applications
15th October 2022

Term 1

Term 2
In school deadline for all other UCAS applications

9th December 2022

Term 3
UCAS Deadline 25th January 2023

Attend applicant open days

Apply for student finance

Application schedule Year 13



▪ UCAS is the central organisation through which 
applications are processed for entry to full-time higher 
education courses in England, Wales, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland

▪ Ucas operates on behalf of most full-time courses at 
member institutions/some universities require a direct 
application

▪ Supporting applications to apprenticeships

▫ Number of institutions
▫ Number of courses

360
35,000+321

18

4
17

UCAS



Registration opens 3 May 2023
Here: https://www.ucas.com/students 
Use the buzzword danecourt2023 and link to students house 
from the registration email.
• Use a personal email account, for post school 

communication
• Complete personal details and education
• Guidance given in school on entering the IB

Registering on UCAS 

https://www.ucas.com/students


Which university?

• RUSSELL GROUP: Top 20 research universities in the UK 
inc Oxford and Cambridge

• TOP UK UNIVERSITIES: changes each year, and depends 
on the publication

• The Guardian University Guide 2022

• The Complete University Guide

• WhatUni

• University entry requirements come in grades and UCAS 
tariff points (traditional/modern university)

https://russellgroup.ac.uk/about/our-universities/
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2021/sep/11/the-best-uk-universities-2022-rankings
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings
https://www.whatuni.com/


Oxbridge requires students to follow the full IB Diploma

IBCP and Bespoke students are advised to speak to the sixth 
form office about applications to other Russell group 
universities, and send an email to the university, but we always 
encourage ambitious applications!

Do not search for IBCP and Bespoke on university entry 
requirements

2021 and 2022 IBCP and Bespoke offers include:
- Sport Science at Birmingham
- English at Exeter
- History at King’s 
- Computer Science at Leeds 
- Computer Science at Manchester
- Business Management at Southampton 

IBCP and Bespoke students



City?

Campus? 

How do you decide? VISIT OPEN DAYS

Consider: course, university ranking, location, career options 
and ask subject teacher’s advice

● Use the course directory on UCAS: 
https://digital.ucas.com/search

● Use the Unifrog search engine and make a short list: 
https://www.unifrog.org/student/universities/start 

● www.whatuni.com

Which university?

https://digital.ucas.com/search
https://www.unifrog.org/student/universities/start
http://www.whatuni.com


Which university? Open days

Open Days: June and September 

● University Virtual Tours (directory provided by UCAS): 
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-stud
y/open-days-and-events/virtual-tours

● www.opendays.com: A comprehensive listing of open days 
for all universities in the UK

Students must attend the university open days

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/open-days-and-events/virtual-tours
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/open-days-and-events/virtual-tours
http://www.opendays.com


Which course?
Entry requirements

• GCSE grades at certain levels (eg Psychology often needs  
6 in maths)

• Particular subject combinations at Level 3 (eg Bio + Chem 
HL for Medicine, Maths and Physics HL for Computing) 

• Require work experience (eg Primary education, Vet, 
Nursing)

• Prefer work experience (eg law, journalism, social work ) 
• Admission tests: Lnat, Ucat, Oxbridge tests
• Commercial awareness: reading media and journals



Which course? Points
IBDP IBCP Bespoke

Selecting 
Universities

IB Points
e.g. 35/42

BTECs
e.g. D*D

Use IB points as a 
guide and send an 
email

Recruiting 
universities

Tariff points
e.g. 112

Tariff points Tariff points

IB HL TARIFF IB SL TARIFF EE TARIF
F

7 56 7 28 A 12
6 48 6 24 B 10
5 32 5 16 C 8
4 24 4 12 D 6
3 12 3 6 E 4



IBDP IBCP Bespoke

Selecting 
Universities

IB Points
e.g. 35/42

BTECs
e.g. D*D

Use IB points as a 
guide and send an 
email

Recruiting 
universities

Tariff points
e.g. 112

Tariff points Tariff points

Btec/Ctec 
Diploma 

Tariff points Btec/Ctec
Intro. Diploma 

Tariff 
points

ReflectiveP
roject

Tariff 
points

D*D* 112 D* 56 A 12
D*D 104 D 48 B 10
DD 96 M 32 C 8
DM 80 P 16 D 6
MM 64   E 4
MP 48   
PP 32   

Which course? Points



LIBF Tariff points

A* 56

A 48

B 40

C 32

D 24

E 16

Which course?
UCAS Tariff - IBCP Vocational



BA (Hons) History at King’s

Which course? Entry requirements

BA (Hons) Primary Education
at Canterbury Christ Church 
University 

35 IB Points 
including 666 at 
Higher Level

BTEC Diploma at 
DM and 2 A Levels

112 UCAS Points



Which course? Career options
Students are advised to research the career options available to them:

BA (Hons) History at University 
of York
Where will a history degree 
take me?

BSc (Hons) Chemistry at Queen 
Mary, University of London
Where will a chemistry degree take 
me?



Completing UCAS

• Apply for up to 5 courses
• Can apply to more than 1 at the same 

university
• Can only write 1 personal statement
• No order of preference on the UCAS 

form





Personal statements

Personal statements: 
https://www.unifrog.org/student/personal-statement 

- demonstrate passion and interest through supra curricula 
activities/reading

- work experience
- academic ability 80:20
- the skills developed through the CP and DP core
- draft beginning of term 1, Year 13

Support provided through mentoring

Exemplars: Shared drives > Applying to University > 
Writing a personal statement

Plagiarism checker

https://www.unifrog.org/student/personal-statement


Support for applications
Mentoring schedule to support students with:
● Preparing an application
● Choosing the right course and university
● Gathering evidence for a competitive application
● Writing personal statements
● Working with mentor on their reference

Talent Tap (charitable mentoring)

Unifrog and UCAS webinars

University online and in person events posted on the Google Classroom

Exploring alternatives:
● London Interdisciplinary School - new university
● Year 0/Foundation years
● Kent and Medway Medical School (not using predicted grades)

https://www.lis.ac.uk/


Communications
University opportunities are posted on:

- Google Classroom
- Google Calendar

Students must sign up for updates from UCAS and universities

Mentors are experienced and guiding students through the process as well 
as compiling references.

Sixth form office are here for guidance and any query
cpleasant@danecourt.kent.sch.uk
mlinton@danecourt.kent.sch.uk
howard@danecourt.kent.sch.uk 

mailto:cpleasant@danecourt.kent.sch.uk
mailto:mlinton@danecourt.kent.sch.uk
mailto:howard@danecourt.kent.sch.uk


Repay Max Term Interest 
added

Impact

Starting in 
2022:

9% over 

£27,295
30 years

RPI + 3%
State pays 44p 

per £1

23% likely to 
fully repay

Finance changes in 2023

Starting in 
2023:

9% over 

£25,000

40 years RPI State pays 19p per £1

52% likely to 
fully repay



Apprenticeships

Entry requirements depend on the university that provides the degree

Competitive professional application demonstrating commercial awareness

Complete UCAS registration in case of a change of heart

Level 6 and 7 - Degree level: You will be tempted to look for Level 6 
because friends will be going to university to complete degrees and 
that is technically where you are in your education.

Level 4 and 5 - Post Sixth form - training level: Consider a Level 4 or 5 
to demonstrate to a good employer how fantastic you are and that you 
are worthy of the investment. 

Level 3 - Sixth form level: If you have no experience or relevant 
qualifications this would be the place to start or some skilled 
professions require this as a place to start to develop the skill set.



Apprenticeships
Sign up for regular emails.

Parent and carers packs sent out monthly 
through the school year with excellent advice

April 2022 Parent and Carer’s Pack

New to UCAS, applying for apprenticeships.

Many universities now offering degrees on an 
apprenticeship pathway with top employers.

Apprenticeship opportunities: gov.uk, industry 
portals e.g. The Lawyer Portal

https://assets.ctfassets.net/8kbr1n52z8s2/7EvLMkyCdqLCknWcplR0kN/3aa805f1e4590ed8c49ebeb7ee4ee08d/Parent_Pack_April_2022.pdf
http://www.thelawyerportal.co.uk


Government Economic Service 
Degree Apprenticeship Programme

Plus the following:
On the job learning
Industry specific skills
A professional network




