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Whole-school 

priorities

YEAR 11 PARENT POWER

An ambitious curriculum
● Ensure that our subject curriculums are ambitious, diverse 

and inclusive. 
● Relevant and thought-provoking PSHE & mentoring 

curriculums, and a rich and varied extra-curricular offer

Excellent behaviour, and a safe & happy school
● A strong focus on our three school values 
● Embedding our whole-school anti-bullying strategy

High quality teaching
● Based on our 4 collective teaching strategies; ensuring that 

all students are thinking hard, retrieving & practising

Life-transforming outcomes & destinations
● Secure the highest attainment, excellent achievement and 

high quality destinations for all



Developing knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world

Looking forward…

Working towards the March PPEs

Year 11 to do list
➢ Make sure you know what you’ll be tested on & focus on 

your ‘gaps’
➢ Plan your work between now and 11th March
➢ Practise often
➢ Use your most effective techniques (avoid wasting your time 

on techniques that don’t work)
➢ Be kind to yourself: forgive yourself, take breaks, sleep well, 

exercise, eat healthily
➢ Be principled: act with integrity, honesty and do the right 

thing



Developing knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world

➢ Your first set of GCSE exams; the staff team have been 
through this many, many times

➢ Subject leaders & your class teachers have a plan for every 
week 

➢ Subject leaders have designed March PPEs so that you’ll be 
ready for the final push

➢ Miss Jessiman, Mrs Howard-Lubendo & your mentors have a 
plan to make the most of mentor time - they are experts on 
getting Year 11 students through a successful exam period

➢ We’re going to provide your parents with information that 
will enable them to help you (Parent Power Evening on 31st 
January)

We’re in this together



Five 

Steps to 

Success
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1. Help them get organised

● Create a revision timetable/routine 

that works for your family.

● Use the resources we provide.

● Remove ‘thought-barriers’ to revision.

● Gradually build their stamina.



Five 

Steps to 

Success
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2. Show them how committed you are

● Tell them how proud you are of their 

efforts.

● Model the behaviour you want to see.

● Get the tone right on individual subjects.



Five 

Steps to 

Success
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3. Help them (and yourself) manage 

anxieties.

● Don’t overestimate what other students 

(and parents) are doing.

● Talk about feeling stressed.

● Reiterate that your child does not need to 

be perfect to get 9s. 

● Build in days off, distractions and downtime.



Five 

Steps to 

Success
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4. Focus on the big picture

● Discuss aspirations for next year and 

beyond.

● Talk about the long-term value of the 

habits they are forming.

● Make plans for the summer.



Five 

Steps to 

Success

YEAR 11 PARENT POWER

5. Don’t underestimate how important 

you are.

● Talk to us if you need help or advice.



How do 

students 

learn?
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What 
your child 
should 
not be 
doing
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RE-READING HIGHLIGHTING

RE-WRITING
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RETRIEVAL

SPACING INTERLEAVING

What 
your child 
should be 
doing
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Exam2hr

Encourage 
your child 
to avoid 
cramming
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Exam30m
in

30m
in

30m
in

30m
in

Encourage 
your child 
to try 
spacing 
instead



Blocking
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

An 
Inspector 
Calls

Much 
Ado

Poetry A 
Christmas 
Carol

Creative 
writing

Avoid this



Interleaving
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

An 
Inspector 
Calls

Much 
Ado

Poetry

A 
Christmas 
Carol

Creative 
writing

Do this

An 
Inspector 
Calls

An 
Inspector 
Calls

An 
Inspector 
Calls

Poetry

Much 
Ado

Much 
Ado

Much 
Ado

A 
Christmas 
Carol

A 
Christmas 
Carol

Creative 
writing



Strategies 

your child 

is familiar 

with
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Flashcards
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Digital or 
paper both 
work

Self generated 
better than 
pre-made

Don’t make 
them too easy!

Use existing 
resources to 
generate questions

Get others to 
help with 
testing



Subject 

specific 

strategies
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Subject 

specific 

strategies
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Subject 

specific 

strategies
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How can 

you help?
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English Lit Art Spanish



Routines 

and habits
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Declutter the 
workspace

Make exam and 
revision timetables 
visible

Put mobile phone 
in a different room

Have 
resources 
handy

Avoid music - 
especially with lyrics

Stay hydrated



Sleep
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Recent 

parent  

survey
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● 56% of you limit your child’s phone 

use in some way (eg. times, apps)



Recent 

student 

survey
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● 22% of year 11 students read a book 

the night before the survey 

(compared to 62% in year 7)



Final 

thoughts
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Discussing their day

● Content of lessons

● Interventions

● Plans for revision

● 94% of you discussed your child’s 

report with them



Further 

support
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A date for 

your diary

We’re in this together

Thursday 22nd February

Yr 11 students and parents/carers

● Advice to students

● Presentations by subject leads

4.15pm for 4.30pm start


