Dane Court Grammar School

Newsletter 24.11.23

See the school website for the full calendar and term dates

Key Dates for Parents to remember:
w/c 27th November - Year 7 and 9 Progress Checks issued
w/c 4th December - Year 8 and 11 Progress Checks issued
5th December - Year 11 Parents Evening

Follow us on social media for all the latest news!

We have a Twitter page - @Dane_Court_GS and we are also @
on Instagram - @dane_court - and Facebook, as Dane Court
Grammar School.
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Last day of Term 2 - Friday 15th December

On the last day of Term 2, students will be dismissed at 1:45pm. Buses will run at the usual time;
students wishing to stay on at school until 3.20pm should report to the Pastoral Office at the
end of assembly. If your child needs to stay after 1.45pm, please let Mrs Ives or Neame know in
advance, by email ives@danecourt.kent.sch.uk or theame@danecourt.kent.sch.uk


https://danecourt.kent.sch.uk/index.php
https://danecourt.kent.sch.uk/calendar/school-calendars
https://danecourt.kent.sch.uk/calendar/term-dates-2022-2023

Talk Consent - Year 10/11/12/13 parents,

‘Talk Consent’ will be delivering age appropriate assembilies to Years 10, 11,12 and 13 on
Monday 27th November 2023. They will be covering the legality of consent, understanding
sexual violence and what to do to reduce sexual violence in today's society.

With the sixth form groups they will also be exploring the difficulty of saying 'no’ and how to
manage this and the positive elements of relationships and sexual relationships.

These assemblies will be a key part of your child's SRE statutory education and we are
pleased to be able to offer them. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to
contact me: richards@danecourt.kent.sch.uk

Mrs R Richards

Childrens Tech

Below is a link for some guidance on children’s tech. If you are thinking of purchasing tech for
your child it may be good to read this first. https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/tech-
guide/

Kind regards

Miss Bolt

GCSE French and Spanish Speaking PPEs

Exams will take place from Monday 4 December finishing on Thursday 14 December.

Students will be told the exam date and time by their teacher.

Please encourage your child to practise their speaking skills at home using flash cards and the
other resources they have been given. Thank you for your support.

Mrs Radix and Mrs Howard-Lubendo

FSM Christmas Lunch - 13.12.23

Any student entitled to a FSM will also need to get a ticket from Harrison Catering if they want
the Christmas dinner. Their FSM allowance will cover the cost of the meal. This needs to be
booked by 8th December. There will also be an alternative meal selection for students not
wanting the Christmas Lunch.

NHS Emotional Wellbeing Team parent workshops

Please see the attached posters for the remaining NHS Emotional Wellbeing Team parent
workshops this term on 'Supporting your child's worries’ and ‘Introduction to understanding
autism’. If you are awaiting autism assessment or you are considering this route, we advise
you to attend the autism workshop for support.

Netball and football clubs cancelled next week.
Dear Parent/Carer,

Unfortunately due to parents’ evening we are needing to cancel netball and football club on
Tuesday 5th December 2023.

Badminton club however will still be running.

Many thanks for your understanding,

Miss Bolt



https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/tech-guide/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/tech-guide/

Message for Parents of Year 7 and 9 Students:

As you may already know, your child's latest reporting data will be sent home next week. We
are delighted to inform you that we are now in a position to get this information to you via
email, rather than printed media. This will enable you to have meaningful conversations with
your young people as soon as the data is released - as well as ensuring parity across all
students in the year group. As we are moving from paper copies, you'll have access to the
information prior to your children - although this will form the basis of academic
conversations in between the students and their mentors in the days following. | hope you'll
find the information helpful, and if you have any comments or queries about the data, please
get in touch in the first instance with your child’'s mentor, who'll be able to assist you further. If
you have any issues with receiving the progress report via email, please contact me so | can
support you.

Elizabeth Channing

Assistant Headteacher

The PE department would like to share this past week's resulits.

- On Tuesday our KS3 and KS4 girls teams entered the Thanet badminton tournament at
Ursuline. Congratulations to both our teams who went on to win the tournament whilst not
losing a single game!

- On Wednesday a group of our keen basketball players were taken up to the Copperbox
arena in London to watch a Eurocup tie between London Lions and Cedevita Olimpija
Ljubljana. Luckily the game did not disappoint, finishing in a 101-95 win to the London Lions.

- Our boys badminton teams look forward to their local tournament this afternoon(Thursday
23rd) and hope to continue the successes from our girls teams.

We look forward to next week which involves futsal tournaments and also a football quarter
final for our u14 girls.

Year 8 Christmas Cake competition - an invite to parents

The final for the year 8 Christmas/seasonal cake competition will take place on Thursday

14th December this year.

You are warmly invited to help us celebrate the Christmas cake competition 2023

Please visit our winter wonderland on 14th December between 2.40 - 3.00pm to come and
admire our

exhibition of Christmas | Seasonal cakes in our winter wonderland (C4).

Students should bring in their finished cake by 8.30am on Thursday 14th December (they can
bring it in before this date also if they wish).

All cakes should be in a large named container which clearly states name and mentor group.
The cakes will be judged and marked first thing on 14th December, so it is important that
students drop their cakes at the start of the day.

Cakes can be collected at the end of the day (3.20pm) from C4.

They should be taken home by the end of term (15th December) to be enjoyed by families
and friends over the Christmas break.

We look forward to seeing you to celebrate their achievements!

The Food department




Is My Child Too lll For School?

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school when they're unwell. Please see
the government guidelines for schools about managing specific infectious diseases for advice on
when children should be kept off school and when they shouldn't.

If you feel that your child is not well enough to come to school, please phone the school on every day
of absence. Let us know that your child won't be in and give the reason for the absence. Here is some
advice for common winter illnesses:-

Coughs and colds

It's fine to send your child to school with a minor cough or common cold. But if they have a fever, keep
them off school until their temperature returns to normal. Encourage your child to throw away any
used tissues and to wash their hands regularly.

High temperature

If your child has a high temperature, keep them off school until it returns to normal.

Cold sores

There's no need to keep your child off school if they have a cold sore. Encourage them not to touch the
blister or kiss anyone while they have the cold sore, or to share things like cups, bottles and towels.
Conjunctivitis

You don't need to keep your child away from school if they have conjunctivitis. Do get advice from
your pharmacist. Encourage your child not to rub their eyes and to wash their hands regularly.
COVID-19

If your child has mild symptoms, such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, and feels well
enough, they can go to school. Your child should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other
people if they have symptoms of COVID-19 and they either:

« have a high temperature, don't feel well enough to go to school or do their normal activities

What to do if your child has tested positive

Your child is no longer required to do a COVID-19 rapid lateral flow test if they have symptoms. But if
your child has tested positive for COVID-19, they should try to stay at home and avoid contact with
other people for 3 days after the day they took the test.

Ear infection

If your child has an ear infection and a high temperature or severe earache, keep them off school until
they're feeling better or their high temperature goes away.

For further advice see the full NHS guidance

We have a small selection of items in our lost property already this term. As
well as unnamed items of school uniform, the items we have include an
asthma pump, a pencil case, jewellery, water bottles, various ear bud
headphones, coats, glasses case, hats, gloves, footballs and various trainers.
Please remember to nhame any items your child brings into school to help us
s quickly return any lost items. Photos of the easily identified items are set out
= below. If you or your child recognise any of them, or think that the items of
| unnamed uniform may belong to your child, please do contact the office on
01843 864941 to arrange collection as soon as possible.
Many thanks, Office Team


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/




Online Parent
Workshops

Aimed at parents of children in primary school

. . . *Workshop
Supporting Your Child with timings
Worries & Fears change from

term to term
Tuesday 28th November 5.30-7.30pm

Are your child’s worries and fears starting to impact their day to day life?
Would you like to come and and learn
about ways to

You are invited to a workshop which focusses on
you may notice in your child and some

If you would like to join, please

Click here to join the meeting

Our workshops are held on Microsoft Teams. You can create an account for
free. You will need access to the internet. If you have any questions please
speak to your child’s school. Currently, this workshop is only available to
parents/carers of children attending an EWT/EST school. Please speak to your
child’s school or check our website for our list of schools.


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmE2NTlhYmMtNjg1Yy00ODkzLWE3OWEtNjhkZDBkMzI4ZDI4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22c098d55f-2963-41dd-927e-a5429df62204%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d5e67dad-eee0-4acc-8b12-167af276d3b4%22%7d

Online Parent
Workshops

Aimed at parents of children in primary school

. *Workshop
Introduction To timings

Understanding Autism change from

term to term
Wednesday 13th December 10am-12pm

Do you have Maybe your child has
Would you like to come and
and learn about ways to

You are invited to a
We also discuss
to help support your child.

If you would like to join, please

Click here to join the meeting

Our workshops are held on Microsoft Teams. You can create an account
for free. You will need access to the internet. If you have any questions
please speak to your child’s school. Currently, this workshop is only
available to parents/carers of children attending an EWT/EST school.
Please speak to your child’s school or check our website for our list of
schools.


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzE3MjNiNmQtN2ZhZS00MmUwLWEwM2EtNjA2OWY2MzU5MGQ0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22c098d55f-2963-41dd-927e-a5429df62204%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d5e67dad-eee0-4acc-8b12-167af276d3b4%22%7d

